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Reform leader, Kang Yu-wei, writing in
rightly says that the causes which led to Captain
Lang's resignation explain also the failures of nearly
all the new schemes adopted by China. " Jealousy
between foreign experts and ignorant native superior
officers, bad pay for the students and officers, nepo-
tism, and a bad policy, are among the reasons which
account for the miserable fiasco of China's attempt
to assimilate the military and naval systems of
Europe." Native delicacy prompted him, no doubt,
to omit official dishonesty from the list of these con-
tributory causes of disaster.

When the crisis came, brought about by the struggle
for   Korea,  Li's  much-vaunted  navy  had  become
almost as useless for fighting purposes as the mediaeval
towers with their painted guns on the walls of Peking.
Did Li realise its condition ?   Again we are compelled
to believe that he did, for when the Court and Yamen
urged him to send forth the fleet to avenge the sinking
of the Kowshing he kept it as long as possible care-
fully  confined   to   the Gulf ports.    It was at this
juncture, if report speaks truly, that he sent a secret
memorial to Tzu Hsi, intimating that the navy's
condition was not what it might have been had Her
Majesty not insisted on diverting Admiralty funds
to  the rebuilding and  furnishing  of her  Summer
Palace.   But the Yamen would hear of no excuses.
The Censors joined in a shrill chorus of taunts and
reproaches, and Li was forced to send his ships to
meet their fate at the battle of the Yalu.

Every European in the Tientsin arsenal was well
aware that the cowardice of Admiral Ting's captains
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